SOUTHWEST REGION

OPERATOR QUALIFICATION MEETING

February 27-28, 2001



SCHEDULE

Tuesday & Wednesday, February 27th & 28th 



· Greetings and Introductions 
Jaime A. Hernandez, OPS SW Region

· Inspection Process
Rod Seeley, Regional Director, OPS SW Region

· Questions & Answers

· Opening Remarks
Richard Sanders, Manager, Pipeline Safety Division of TSI

· Power Point Presentation




· Question & Answers

· OPS OQ Inspection Form & Process

· Questions & Answers

· State Inspections Forms
Jaime A. Hernandez, OPS SW Region

ATTENDEES

Rod Seeley
   Richard Sanders, TSI
    Jaime Hernandez
       Richard Lopez

Bob Holter
   Juan Mendoza
    Terri Binns
       Chris Payne

Agustin Lopez
   Bill Bertges
    Buddy Sheets
       Dale Bennett

Lee W. Thying, RRC
   Kendall Smith, TSI
    Corky Hanson, AZCC


Dennis Fothergill, OKCC
   Ted Tiger, OKCC
    Albino Zuniga, NMPRC


James Mergist, LADNR
   Dana Arabie, LADNR
    John Brown, LADNR

· Plastic Pipe issue:  Supplier sent incorrect resin to manufacturers.

· TR 130 = Wrong plastic resin

· TR 418 = Correct material

· PEPG = Pipeline Employee Performance Group

· Emergency Response is not Covered under Operator Qualification (OQ) Section

· Three phases to OQ implementation:

· 1st phase 
= October 26, 1999
Effective Rule date

· 2nd phase 
= April 27, 2001
Operators must have OQ plan developed

· 3rd phase
= October 28, 2002
Plan must be implemented

R. Sanders:
The operations or maintenance tasks mentioned in §§192.801(b)(2) & 195.501(b)(2) do not only apply to the Operation & Maintenance sections of each code.  There are other facets with each individual code that are/could be considered operation & maintenance tasks. 

Question:
Are any operators exempt from the OQ Rule?

Answer:
No operator is exempt.  All operators are covered under the O.Q. rule including small operators, municipalities and master meters.

Question:  
What will occur if an inspector finds that there deficiencies with the OQ plan after the April 27, 2001 date?

Answer:  
If the operator had a plan that has the required items but is lacking in detail, a NOA or LOC may be issued.

· Additional clarification needed by HQ & RDs on the following topics:


-
What is considered new construction and what is considered a repair?  Examples:


(
Extension of an existing system.


(
Reroute of an existing system.


(
Lowering of an existing system.


(
Installation of a main line valve in an existing system where there was no previous valve.


-
When does a covered function go from being a covered function to a non-covered function?  Examples:


(
Rebuilding of valves, on the system and removed from the system.


(
Rebuilding of regulators, relief valves, etc.


-
What is considered to be off site, so that a covered task no longer is considered covered task?


(
A maintenance shop that may be located at a compressor or pump station but is physically a separate building from the ones that house the compressors or pumps, but yet is still located in the same station yard.  If some of the covered equipment mentioned above is removed from the pipeline and taken into these maintenance buildings for repairs, would the task still be covered?


(
How about if they just remove the equipment off the right-of-way?

· Additional clarification needed by HQ & RDs on the following topics:


-
As of the April 27, 2001 date, are inspectors only going to check to see if all the elements of the OQ section are covered and contained within the plan or are they also to review the adequacy/ details of the plan.  Example; if the inspector feels that they did not include a specific task, will the inspector be able to cite the operator for this?  

· Richard provided a synopsis of OQ Rule and suggested attendees review the forms overnight and make corrections.


-
Richard indicated that the information that he was receiving from Stacey Gerard pertaining to enforcement is as follows: If operator has a written plan that covers the 4-part test for covered tasks, addresses the 7 parts covered in CFR Parts 192 and 195, more specifically, 192.805 and 195.505, and the plan has a recordkeeping section, the operator is in compliance.  IF THERE IS NO PLAN, THERE WILL BE A CIVIL PENALTY.
· Gas and liquid OQ inspection forms were provided as handouts to attendees.

· Federal Forms that were submitted by attendees, requesting changes/modifications were given to Buddy Sheets.

· The following OPS SW regional states plan to develop some type of Model OQ Inspection Plan:


-
New Mexico:  The plan will be for Small Operators


-
Arizona:  The plan will be for Master Meter Operators

· The following OPS SW regional state is going to develop some type of inspection form in lieu of the Federal Form:

· Texas Railroad Commission  
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